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 Manduessedum - Mancetter Village (Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council

 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter,
held on Tuesday 27th September 2022 at the Schoolroom
of St Peter’s Church Mancetter,
commencing at 7pm.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs S Dore, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy and Mr P Mann. 
Borough Councillors           Mr A Clews, Mrs D Clews.
Parish Clerk

           Mrs E Higgins.
Assistant Clerk Finance      Mrs K Meads
One Mancetter Resident.
Item 1 - Welcome and Apologies
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7pm.
Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Mrs N Wallis and County Councillor Mrs Bell. 
Apologies from Councillor Wallis were noted along with confirmation of attendance at the next meeting.
Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.

There was no recording of the meeting.

Item 3 – Notice of Interest.
Peter Mann declared a non – pecuniary interest in the company being asked to quote in item 13d, by nature of a family connection. 
Item 4 – Public Question Time.
A Mancetter Resident attended the meeting and wished to raise three questions following on from the illegal Traveller Encampment which took place recently on Mancetter Recreation Ground.
Within the Standing Orders which govern the Parish Council, Councillors are not obliged to provide an immediate response to questions asked at a meeting. They are allowed to respond to questions after the meeting, when time has been allocated to research and clarify the information requested.

However, the Chairman Trevor Hopkins and both Borough Councillors were happy to discuss each question as part of the Question time session.
1. Why did it take so long to remove the Traveller Encampment?
Denise Clews explained that Traveller Encampments are assessed by the Police using a rating system. Points are awarded based upon the risks involved to members of the public, location, space available and many other factors. The Police deemed the risks at the Mancetter Site to not be as serious.

The Borough Council quickly prepared the necessary legal documentation for eviction but this takes time to go through the Courts. The Police have powers that can speed up the process as happened at the other two sites in Atherstone. 
2. Who pays for the removal of rubbish from the park after they had gone?
The cost of the clean up is paid for by all North Warwickshire Borough Council tax payers, as funding for the Streetscape team is part of the NWBC Precept for services.
3. What precautions have been put in place so that it will not happen again?
A meeting has been held with the Gypsy and Traveller Liaison Officer and a 12-month order can be put in place that would mean that they would not be able to return and could be immediately evicted.
However, this only applies to that specific group and a lack of legislation from Central Government gives very little powers to tackle illegal encampments.

Item 5 – Minutes of the last meeting.
The draft minutes from the 26th July 2022 were agreed unanimously by those present at the meeting, and therefore formally signed by the chairman as a true record of proceedings.

Item 6 – Matters arising from the previous minutes / Issues not covered in any other agenda points.
a) Update on Ridge Lane Chapel and Community Room.
It was agreed for the Clerk to make contact with the Methodist Minister and offer a choice of the 6th or the 20th October at 2pm to arrange a preliminary meeting to discuss the future of the Chapel Building.
b) WALC Legal Surgery.
In order to be clear about the legal implications of seeking to maintain a community provision within Ridge Lane village, a free 30-minute appointment with a Solicitor has been arranged.
c) Feedback from Platinum Jubilee Charity Auctions and Public Consultations.
Both charity auctions were well attended and between them raised £265.00 for Macmillan Cancer Support. This is enough to pay the wages for a full time Macmillan Nurse for one day.

It will be added to the proceeds of the coffee morning being held on 29th September at Mancetter Memorial Hall. Most of the 100 shields have now been claimed by the local community, and it was agreed that the entire project had been a success in community involvement.
At each venue design ideas for village gateways were on display and a favourite was selected for each village. It was an ideal opportunity to engage with parishioners without having to be so formal.

d) Media Policy Review
A draft policy on the use of social media had been presented to the councillors prior to the meeting. It will not replace other forms of communication but will be used in addition to reach out to a greater number of electors. This will be monitored closely, and therefore the council agreed to a trial period with its own Facebook Page with the Clerk as the nominated moderator.
Items 7& 8– Feedback from Police, Borough and County Councillors.
There was no Police report or attendance at this meeting.
County Council
Margaret Bell had asked Denise Clews to bring to the council’s attention that the latest round of County Councillor Grants were now open for applications.

The Chairman noted that a positive response had been received to the issue of the footbridge across the river Anker at the bottom of Mill Lane raised at the last meeting, and the repair had now taken place.

Borough Council

Borough Councillor Denise Clews updated the council on the two Community awards given to Caroline Foster from Mancetter and Jill Mawson from Ridge Lane in recognition of their dedicated service to their local communities.
Edible links are looking to cook a meal on Christmas Day for vulnerable local residents.

Trevor Hopkins and Harry Blackburn both attended the Kirby Glebe Appeal hearing. The Borough Council is still awaiting the outcome from the Planning Inspectorate.

Item 9 – Staffing Requirements, Councillor Meetings and Training.
a. It is well documented that there is a national shortage of council clerks particularly for smaller councils. In order to try and plan for the future, it was agreed to advertise for an Assistant Clerk / RFO at 10 hours per week on point 13 split between 5 hours training and 5 hours shadowing. The starting pay scales for Local Council Clerks can be less than that of an unskilled worker’s salary. The impact of the cost-of-living crisis is beginning to be felt, and therefore the council decided that the hourly rate should be reviewed to ensure it is a competitive salary in relation to other jobs available.
As the current qualified clerks are on points 12 and 14 respectively, it was proposed by Mrs S Healy seconded by Mr H Blackburn and agreed unanimously to increase the pay points to 17 and 19 with effect from the 1st October 2022.

b. After considering the contents of the pledge and accompanying policies, it was agreed unanimously for Mancetter Parish Council to formally accept the Civility and Respect Pledge at the meeting.

c. Councillors Blackburn, Dore and Mann all attended an online consultation meeting regarding the A5 Dordon to Atherstone National Highways Plan. It is clear that there is no long-term planning for the road network. Mr H Blackburn and Mrs S Dore will also attend the public briefing being held at the Owen Street Arts Centre tomorrow and formulate the parish consultation response.
d. Sheila Dore has completed some more Induction training and has found the information useful in understanding the role of being a councillor.

Item 10- Finance
a) Two councillors signed the financial paperwork since the last meeting in accordance with Standing Orders and the Bank Mandate. 
b) The Parish Council has successfully undergone another positive external audit. It was resolved unanimously to remain within the Government appointed external audit scheme for the next contract period.

c) Additional expenditure items proposed included £1000 for the coronation and increases factored in to manage additional salary and election costs.
d) The Council noted an Energy Surcharge levy being introduced by Tom White Waste who are the cemetery waste collector. Effective from the 1st October the price per pick up will increase from £9.32p to £10.35p.

e) Councillors agreed unanimously to renew website and email support at a cost of £249.99 for the year.

Item 11 – Allotment Provision and Climate Change.
a. There has recently been an increase in enquiries for allotment plots. As all available space at Ridge Lane has been let, it was agreed to approach the Borough Council for any potential sites in Mancetter.
The waste land to the rear of the Blue Boar near Ramsden Road used to be used for allotments years ago so Ward Councillor Denise Clews will ask what the current plans are in place for the site.

b. Councillor Sue Healy will contact Angela Coates at the Borough to enquire about the site of the former garages along Manor Road as a possible area for a communal allotment with raised beds.
c. Mrs S Healy, Mr T Hopkins and Mrs K Meads were all involved in offering support to the Memorial Hall Trustees to submit a Green Shoots bid for LED lighting and Blinds/Curtains for the windows to keep in the heat during the winter.

d. Parish Councillors were provided with a copy of the Parish Council Green Shoots bid for water harvesting and community fresh produce areas, growing fast cropping items such as chard or kale. It was agreed that the bid be submitted for consideration. Councillors Healy and Hopkins spent time on the research and costings.
Item 12- Planning Matters and New Applications. Update on recent applications, enforcement issues 
   and determinations from planning lists.
a. Update on Enforcement Issues
The unauthorised Traveller Encampment on Mancetter Recreation Ground had been discussed within the Public Question session. It was agreed that the replacement of the damaged entry barrier is an urgent priority along with securing some of the gaps around the edges of the field. Planting more trees was suggested as an environmentally friendly option to help provide a natural foliage barrier.
The Appeal Hearing was raised within the Borough Council feedback. 

b. Approved and Pending Applications
The status of the applications listed on the agenda were duly noted

c. New Applications
No new applications had been received.

Item 13– Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish.
a. During October contact will be made with the parish contractors to allow time for the submission of new tenders for Rights of Way, Cemetery and General maintenance. 
Specifications will go out to a wider audience if the existing post holders wish to relinquish their roles. Public feedback about all of our current contractors is very positive.
b. Information on the Branching Out Fund was considered as the severe drought conditions have affected some of the newer trees in the cemetery. The suppliers will be contacted for advice, and a decision made at a later meeting.

c. The issue of making water accessible to parishioners tending graves in the lower part of the cemetery was raised. It would also make caring for the newer trees much easier. 

Water butts could be placed further down the fields to harvest rain water but a means of filling them initially will need to be found due to the lack of any water pressure within the existing taps. The parish handyman could help fill them but other methods need investigating.

d. A provisional drawing had been received from Nuneaton Signs to create an introductory sign at the beginning of the avenue of Jubilee trees and the new scattering area.
It was agreed to be known as Jubilee Memorial Avenue - A Place of Remembrance, and the council will ask for just the sign to be manufactured and then look to mount it onto oak posts.
Item 14 - Date of next meeting:  
Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 29th November 7pm in the Schoolroom, St Peter’s Church Mancetter.
(A week later than usual due to room availability)

As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm
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